CONCLUSION

At the same time the material revolution resulting from technical
progress in industry and the means of transport has produced an
unprecedented abundance of things of use to life. The bourgeoisie
profited by this first and increased in number and wealth; next
the ma'ss of the manual workers found in it the means of ameliora-
ting their conditions of life, both material and intellectual, to such
an extent that these have come to approximate more and more
to those of the bourgeois. The crisis caused by the Great War has
merely hastened this process of evolution without changing its
direction.

The increasingly rapid evolution of both political and economic
life has completed the upheaval in the traditional conditions of
existence of the French nation. The religious and political revolu-
tion that began in the eighteenth century and culminated in the
democratic and secular Republic has destroyed both the old
absolute authority of the king and clergy and all forms of heredi-
tary aristocracy. The revolution in the means of production and
transport, by producing a prodigious abundance of resources and
goods, has brought about an entire transformation in the material
life of the people, These two revolutions have worked towards the
same results.

The personal and tyrannical force exerted all down the ages by
those invested with any power has been gradually abolished; those
occupying subordinate positions of any sort have been emanci-
pated. The cohesion of society is now maintained by the imper-
sonal and legal powers of compulsion exercised by the agents of
the State alone. The power of the State has changed its field of
operation; it disposes of infinitely greater resources both in money
and in men, but it has ceased to exert a heavy pressure upon the
intelligence and private conduct of its subjects.

The enormous effort formerly required for producing the things
indispensable to everyday life condemned almost the whole of
the population to be absorbed in the manual labour of the peasant
and artisan, which barely sufficed to support a very small minority
of privileged persons, who alone were permitted to control society
and enjoy the benefits of civilization. The revolution in technical
processes, by placing mechanical and chemical forces at the service
of mankind, provided the means of enabling the manual workers
to share in these benefits, and to enjoy their share of leisure and
399